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and to discover the way out. I shall make a quick survey of
the more important analogies and the more useful lessons
to he drawn from them,
In 1814, seeking the cause of the great disorder into
which all Europe hud fallen after 1789, Talleyrand had
discovered it in the multiplicity of revolutionary govern-
ments. It seemed to him that revolutionary governments,
founded by coups d'dtots and maintained by force, could
not he adapted to an ordered international system in
Europe, assuring guarantees and equal treatment to all
states, !>nth large and small According to him, the funda-
mental cause of the tremendous confusion which was
spread over Europe in 1814 had to be sought inside the
various states, in the revolutionary character which the
government had taken in a number of them.
The conclusion he reached from this analysis of Euro-
pean history, which directed his policy at the Congress of
Vienna, was that, in order to reconstitute Europe as a
balanced system of states living in peace, it was first of all
necessary to restore legitimate governments to all the states.
that is, governments founded on principles-monarchic or
republican, aristocratic or democratic-which are sincerely
accepted by the peoples and faithfully respected by the
governments, The Congress of Vienna gave Europe a cen*
tury of peace because it applied Talleyrand's doctrine to
the reconstruction of Europe by eliminating all the revo-
lutionary governments with which Napoleon had burdened
the Continent,
I have attempted in this book to explain and develop at
for as possible this fundamental doctrine of Talleyrand,
because 1 believe that it can and must be utilized in the
future reconstruction of Europe, The cause of the present
disorder in Europe, as in 1814, must be sought inside
the continental states, the majority of which have become
revolutionary states. This time, as before, Europe cm only
be put in order by restoring legitimate government! to
these states. It is not difficult to discover the meaning of